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Scenes from the Graduation Gala

It's official. Most of the intern class of 2010 are now
members of the Memphis Area Master Gardeners.

Their accomplishments were officially recognized Thursday
night, August 26 at Memphis Botanic Garden's Hardin Hall. The
interns graduated after fourteen hours of class work, a final
exam and at least forty hours of volunteer work since January.

The graduation ceremony was followed by a wonderful re-
ception coordinated by
Amanda Mooneyham and
Kandi Reilly that flowed onto
the outside Terrace.

Although wonderful in so many ways, the graduation was a little bit-
tersweet as it was Karen Houdek's final MAMG graduation. Karen, an
award-winning cake designer, has prepared incredible cakes (see
above...yes, it's all cake) and headed the floral team (see below) for
graduation for the last four years. She will be missed as she follows
opportunity away from Memphis.

For the first time this year, new member orientation meetings will
be held. New members, please plan to attend September 21, at 6:00 pm and/or September 22, at 9:30
pm in the conference room to learn about committees, CoRe projects, etc.

Congratulations new Master Gardeners.

Suzanne Allen Gabriel Ervin Cheryl Lockhart Vicky L. Powell Bev Tojan

Cathy Bellehumeur Teresa Fazio Laura Malinick Debbie Reinach Julie Volgas
Catherine Berger Nancy Filippelli Suzy Manley Wanda Rivera Dana Wallace
Catherine Bilow Ginny Fletcher Tricia Marshall Debra Ross Kiersten Watkins
Debbie Binswanger Donna Flinn Deborah Mays Lewis W. Sloan Sabrina Whisenant
Betty Blaylock Janet Futell Johanna McCormick Pat Taylor Ann Zaner

Mary Jane Boles Sharon Goldsworthy ~ Anne McEntegart Gail Lynn Tencer Jim Zaner
Glenda Bowen Virginia Goodwin-Gray Carolyn McIntyre Merrie Thomas

Demetrius Boyland Kathy Green Cindy Metcalf

Diane Campbell Betty Griffith Mary Minor

Tay Chafin Melba Hooker Debbi Molloy

Sandra Crews Pam Hudsmith Keltner Morris

Carolyn Crum Tina Hunt Cynthia Nauert

Barbara Culligan Carolyn Iden Buddy Neyman

Jenn Dolgoff Jane Jordon Kim Oakley

Suzanne Douglas Sarita Joshi Laura Padron

Martha Drannon In Sung Kim Kathy Peck

Cathy Edwards Butch Kutteh Kate Pera

Irene Elliot Janis Lamar Susan Phillips



This year, for only
one fime, MAMG
members get four
months to continue
W oW earning hours for
A M %,{,dﬂ/"‘t 2010. Woo hoo!
Pr .06
ow N What a present to
all of us. It should be
easier to earn the 100 service hours
needed to get that 100 year commemorative
pin from UT Extension Service. It is also a
great opportunity o make those additional
hours special in other ways. Did you just get
the minimum requirement in the Teaching, Ad-
ministration or CoRe? Consider increasing
your participation in those areas in new and
different ways. Here's a recap of ACT + CoRe
service requirements.

A = Administration (8 hour minimum) -
work which directly benefits the Extension
Service and/or the Master Gardener program.
Some examples are Extension-sponsored ac-
tivities such as Intern Classes and Gradua-
tion, MG committee and business meetings,
newsletter, website, and all CoRe projects.
Consider chairing an association committee,
volunteering to be a project lead or helping
one of the county agents with their program.

C = Community (8 hour minimum) -
work must be horticulture-related, benefit
the public or non-profit organizations. Some
examples are working at public plant sales,
community gardens, and all CoRe projects.
Consider volunteering at 4-H programs or
helping the zoo maintain their grounds.

T = Teaching (8 hour minimum) - work
which provides a learning experience in a pub-
lic forum. Some examples are teaching MG or
Extension programs, answering horticulture
questions at Extension-sponsored events, or

Four Month Bonus

giving talks as a Speakers' Bureau presenter.
Consider assisting school teachers with gar-
dening projects or writing educational articles
for the newsletter.

CoRe - (County-Required) - As part
of the 32 service hour minimum requirement,
eight of those hours must also be in one or
more of Extension's CoRe projects. These
projects are the backbone of our organiza-
tion; projects that follow key principles of
directly supporting the Extension’s work and
educating the public on effective horticulture
practices.

As you can see, there are many over-
lapping opportunities for service hours. Some
"A" hours could also be "C" or "T" hours. It is
definitely a mix and match process depending
on the activity and what you need to complete
your yearly service hours requirement. It gets
easier as you discover more activities that
peak your interest.

In addition to your ACT + CoRe hours,
you are also required to earn CEUs (8 hours
minimum) to increase your horticulture knowl-
edge. Some examples are attending MAMG
programs and horticulture lectures or classes.
Consider taking a field trip with a horticulture
tour guide or attending a horticulture work-
shop.

Shelby County Extension Office chal-
lenges MAMG to be the best prepared and
most active organization in the state. We
have a strong program that requires us to
work hard year round and maintain a high level
of participation. It requires commitment and
dedication, but the rewards are many.

Good luck on your continued journey as
a Shelby County Master Gardener.

Carol Watkins, M&-06

ministrative requirements!

FAST MAMG FACTs: Did you know that by attending the monthly meet-
ings (including the business portion), Share and Learn and Gardens in Pro-
gress, you can satisfy all of your CEU requirements and most of your ad-




The Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the
Memphis Area Master Gardeners

August 12, 2010

President Carol Watkins called the meeting to order at 6:30 P.M. Vice
President Genie Ashworth introduced the speaker, Ellen Leblond, whose topic
was “Perennials Tier Two".

Business and Announcements

Dale Skaggs announced that the Native Plant Conference will be held at the
Dixon Gardens, October 8-10. The preregistration fee is $100 before Septem-
ber 1. The topic will be Natives and Beyond: Sustainable Plants, Gardens and

Communities.

Contact Tom Mashour if you have questions regarding the budget.
Thank you to Anne Krekelberg for this month's Share and Learn “Frogs in your Garden”.

Thank you to July's Garden in Progress hosts.
Intern graduation is August 26, at MBG.

The Annual Picnic Social to welcome new members is September 9, at 5:00 P.M. at Lichterman Nature Cen-
ter. Order your box supper by calling the Extension Office no later than 3:00 P.M., Tuesday, September 7.

The new member orientation meetings will be September 21, at 6:00 P.M. and September 22, at 9:30 A.M.
in the conference room. New members can attend either meeting to be informed about Committees, Core pro-

Jects, efc.

The fall weekend gardening seminar is October 2™. Please send pictures of garden problems or questions
for the expert panel. E-mail photos no later than August 31, to Caroline Forster, campcaroline514@yahoo.com.
Julie Morgan will update your MAMG Directory picture at the October meeting at your request.

149 attendees

Committees—Earn Hours, Make Friends and Make MAMG Stronger

You may not know who
they are.

Often, their work is
done by quiet members;
the ones rarely at the
podium.

They are the heart-
beat of Memphis Area
Master Gardeners, the

committees.

They need the fresh ideas of our new members
and the seasoned wisdom of the older ones.

This year, a new idea from the education commit-
tee blossomed into the majorly successful, "Through
Our Garden Gates."

Please get involved. Information on our commit-
tees will be in the new member packets and discussed
at new member orientations September 21 and 22.

Older and new members alike can read about the
committees after logging into the members site at
http://www.memphisareagardeners.org/members/

committee.htm. The contact information for each
committee head is listed at the top of the page. Links
to the committee pages are further down the page.

Currently there are several immediate and spe-
cific committee needs:

The Speaker's Bureau needs speakers to keep up
with the growing demand. All fopics welcomed; but a
real need exists for people with expertise in perenni-
als or setting up and designing flower beds. Contact
Don Wear if you can help.

The Newsletter Committee needs help! Can't
write? That's ok. We really need a few people with a
little bloodhound in their nature who can track down
our busy committee and CoRe leaders for monthly up-
dates several days before the due date of the news-
letter. Contact Sharon Lusk if you can help.

No bloodhound, but printer’s ink in your veins?
The newsletter committee and website committee
have a future surprise in store for MAMGs. Contact
Anne Krekelberg if you would be willing to write an
educational piece using research-based material.
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Fall Vegetable Gardening in the MidSouth

Late summer is when we take a second breath
and restart our veggie gardens with renewed en-
ergy and the promise of a bountiful harvest: a bo-
nus second season, or third if you had a spring gar-
den. Many of us do not waste this golden opportu-
nity.

With our warm autumns here in the great plain
between the Wolf River and the Nonconnah Creek,
protected a bit from early cool winds by the Ra-
leigh - Lagrange Hills, and benefiting from the
warm westerly breezes rising from the dark clay
of the Mississippi River flood plain, we can garden
until a killing frost. While recent weather patterns
make predictions difficult, historically the mid-
south's earliest killing frost occurs on November 6
per this UT pub:

http://www.utextension.utk.edu/publications/
spfiles/SP291-G.pdf

The older generations cued from events more
than hard dates. When the pea and bean vines
dried up in mid to late August, they pulled the
vines and took them to the porch to pick the re-
maining peas and beans in the shade. Then they
planted fall greens. They scratched the soil, hand
strewed the seeds, watered them lightly, then
walked over the seeds for good luck and for good
seed-to-soil contact.

This occurred in at least two waves since they
had a second pea and bean crop planted after the
potatoes were dug in midsummer. They had all
their greens planted by mid September while the
soil is still warm enough for good seed generation.

The UT Fall Vegetable Gardens pub cited above
lists a large number of veggies which can be
planted in late summer. I am tempted to try them
all. As stated in this pub, the fall garden needs
fertilizer, especially nitrogen, as the summer crops
may have used it up.

August 23, a
large number of
volunteers and
children worked in
the Victory Gar-
den pulling up
spent pea vines
and sowing seeds
of turnips, rutaba-
gas, and collards.
And we did walk
the planted rows
for good luck. Later we will plant a second wave as
the late pea vines dry up. After a killing frost, we
will plant garlic so no green tops will grow and
freeze and die.

We are tempted to plant winter onions, dark
red beets, red carrots, and Savoy cabbage. Hunger
knows no off season. We haven't decided whether
to do that or plant a hairy vetch cover crop as in
years past.

Labor Day weekend I plan to plant turnips, col-
lards, arugula, and mesclun in containers in my
backyard. I can move them under the patio in case
of frost or if my granddarlings want to play soc-
cer.

Stated simply, fall is time to have another
round of Mother Nature's bounty for a little work
in cooler weather, a few cheap seeds, and a little
fertilizer boost. Mimi and I will be having fresh
greens for Thanksgiving, then as we do in the
South, planting our spring bulbs the Saturday af-
ter Thanksgiving. Of course, you need to get them
now.

--Carl Wayne Hardeman, MG - 05
For more information on the Collierville Victory

Garden, visit their website at: http.//
sites.qoogle.com/site/colliervillevictorygarden.com

MOTHER NATURE'S LITTLE HELPERS:

Before you toss it into the trash can, ask yourself: Can it be recycled, reused or repur-
posed? Be a good steward. If you keep it out of your trashcan, you keep it out of the

landfill.

Linda Phillips, MG-'99
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Habitat for Humanity

Five new Habitat homes will be constructed this fall. All homes
are being built at the Trinity Park site which is a planned subdivi-
sion by Habitat. The site is located near the Medal of Honor Park

OORe co’”e’ which is at Winchester and Tchulahoma. The house sites are lo-

cated on East Oakside Drive in the 3700 block stretch.

Landscape work at 3 houses will be done during the week on
Wednesdays. Landscape work at 2 houses will be done on Satur-
days. This means that MGers may sign up for work days on either Wednesday or Saturday.

Master Gardeners know that all gardening depends on weather, so the installation dates may change,
subject to weather conditions during the coming weeks. The tentative landscaping dates will be:

Wednesday, September 29 (1 house)
Wednesday, October 6 (2 houses)
Saturday, October 30 (2 houses). S

Sign-up volunteer sheets will be available at MAMG monthly meetings and in the MAMG office between
times.

We need landscape designers, worker bees, and mentors to educate the homeowners.

This MAMG project qualifies for CoRE volunteer credits. If you have any questions, contact Ray
Lagesse.

Plant A Row

Under the leadership of co-chairs Tom Mashour and Kay McAdams, PAR has made some real changes this
year; and the results are starting to show.

Delivery to the food bank has been down this year; BUT deliveries have now started in earnest with sev-
eral trips being made each week with produce from the Davies Manor location.

Greens, turnips and kale have been planted so the garden will produce well into the fall.

There are now three compost bins built on the site which is allowing PAR to make it's own organic com-
post.

PAR also now has its own blog, PAR-ticulars.com. Please visit the blog for the latest information about
PAR.

Contact Kay or Tom if you can help on Monday, Wednesday, Friday or Saturday morning.

Weekend Gardening Seminar
The Dream Team Tackles Landscape Issues

On October 2, the MAMG annual weekend gardening seminar event will be held at the Memphis Botanic
Garden from 9 a.m. to noon. This year, the "Dream Team" panel of experts includes some of our area's most
noted landscape designers and horticultural specialists, and they will tackle landscape problems that have
been submitted by the public. The event is being well-received—MAMG received more than 25 photos of
problem areas prior to the event.

Panelists will be landscape designer Tom Pellett, Len Lawhon of Lawhon Landscape Design, landscape
designer Suzy Askew, Jim Crowder of Dan West Garden Centers, landscape architect Larry Griffin, and
Dale Skaggs, Director of Horticulture for Dixon Gallery and Gardens. With this panel of experts, the
"Dream Team" event is sure to be a fantastic learning opportunity, so make plans now to attend. Admission
to the event is $3 for Botanic Garden members and $5 for non-members.

—Ava Middleton, M& - 09


http://www.par-ticulars.com/

‘ MENTORS are the "go to" contact for the
incoming interns each January. They can en-

sure the interns have the most rewarding and valu-
able experience as they take their classes and do
the volunteer work. There have been many great
mentors and just a few "not so good" ones. The
most important aspect of being a mentor is to check
with the interns each month no matter what! If you
have never been a mentor and would like o be con-
sidered please let Linda know at lop1440@aol.com.

Mentors please continue to check with our in-
terns and especially ones who are still working on
their hours. Remember interns have until mid April
2011 to get their hours. Congratulations o the 72
interns who have already completed their hours and
to the great Mentors who helped them.

-- Linda Overton Phillips ‘99
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The Recertification Committee requests

that get your hours submitted now! The
hours must be entered into the state com-
puter by the Committee in order for you to
qualify for the one-time Centennial pin.
Members with 100 service hours qualify.
We also hope to run a list of 100 hour
members in the newsletter next month.
Don't be left out!

Find out about more opportunities on
the member side of the website and

NOTES

at the Extension Office. Thank

you!

Thank You Graduation Volunteers!

This year we welcomed our new graduating interns with a cere-
mony and reception at the Memphis Botanic Gardens which cele-
brated The Fruits of our Labors. The success of this reception
would not have happened without everyone who volunteered their
time to work and all of those who donated food for the reception.
We thank each and every one of you from the bottom of our hearts!
A special thanks goes out to:

Karen Houdek and her team for awing us with all of the wonder-
ful floral decorations and another one of her award winning cakes.
(Karen, we hate to see you go, you will be missed)!

Cathey Colley for literally being our ‘right hand go to' person for
absolutely everything.

Patsy Courtright for securing the keyboards so that Chris Coo-
per could once again tickle the ivories for our listening enjoyment.

Donna Olswing for the generous donation of wine she secured
through E.A. (Gene) Lucchesi Jr.,

Delta Wholesale Wine & Liquor.

Mary Wade for all of her guidance, support and handling of the
extra details, especially on game day.

Many, many thanks to all of youl

Amanda Mooneyham & Kandi Reilly, Reception Co-chairs

of her yard and a shade garden in the back around
the pool. She has recently put in a new lasagna bed in
her front side yard. Don't miss her scrap book that

tells the story.

Trudy Scott, 755-3916

Fabulous is the
only word to de-
scribe what's in
store for those

who visit this month's gardens in progress. Please join
us, view some outstanding gardens in progress and

earn a half hour CEU per garden visited:

Jerry Berry, 758-8043
8684 Maple Creek Cove

Jerry's garden is mainly shade. The backyard is heavy
shade. His garden features native perennials with

some interspersed annuals.

Barbara Pierce, 755-3060
7898 Cross Pike Drive

2525 Rosehaven
Trudy says she's a simple gardener who just likes to
watch plants grow. The front bed started 30 years
ago with 4 hostas and 4 ferns from her mother's gar-
den and she has added to it every year since. In the
back, this year she started a "mock" knot garden and
a Japanese garden. It's still a "garden in progress",
she says.

George Galey, 751-2768
7038 Neshoba
If you've never seen George's garden, this is a must
see! Here you'll find a wonderful rose garden, a veg-
gie garden, huge fig trees and perennials in and
around. George has one of the largest collection of
fig trees in the area.

Barbara is known for her lasagna gardening and is a

popular local speaker on the topic. Her garden fea-
tures a perennial lasagna border all across the front

For maps, visit the members side of the Memphis
Area Master Gardeners website.


http://memphisareamastergardeners.org/members/member/gip_sept-10_maps.pdf
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8 September (Wednesday):
Noon. Dixon Munch and Learn-
“Fall's Fabulous Finish". Join
Ellen LeBlond as she discusses
fall's blooming palette and gar-
dening tips which will keep your
garden looking fresh until sea-
son's end. Free with Dixon ad-
mission. Contact: 901.761.5250
CEU Hours

10-12 September (Friday-
Saturday-Sunday): Noon each
day. Also on 3 pm on Satur-
day. Strawberry Plains Hum-
mingbird Migration Celebration
2010 presenting speaker Dr.
Doug Tallamy, “How You Can
Sustain Wildlife with Native
Plants". Check brochure for en-
tire schedule. CEU

Hours Schedule & Map available
at: Brochure

11 September (Saturday): 2-
3pm Family Gardening Series:
“Learn All You Ever Wanted to
Know To Have A Successful Fam-
ily Garden”. Adults in Q & A ses-
sion with gardening experts while
children get hands on learning.
Memphis Botanic Garden. Mem-
bers: Adults $4, Children $2/
non-members Adults $8, Chil-
dren $4. Contact: 901.636.4126
for reservations. CEU Hours

18 September (Saturday):
10:30am Fescue Grass Care
and Management for the Mid-
South. Join the Dixon grounds
crew Chris Emanus & Jesse How-
ley for a demonstration on how
to properly over-seed and care
for a fescue lawn in the Mid-
South. Among the topics to be

4 h
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covered: types and varieties of
grass, equipment, fertilization,
and aftercare. Free Admission.
Winegardner Auditorium. Con-
tact: 901.761.5250 CEU Hours

20 September (Monday): 7pm
The Memphis Fern Society pre-
sents “Ferns of New Zealand"
Darlene Glisson. Meeting at the
Town Village (Park and

Cherry) CEU Hours

21 September (Tuesday):
6:30pm Germantown Community
Library presents a program by
Jim Crowder of Dan West Gar-
den Center, "Fall Planting”. At
Germantown Community Library.
Program free. Space limited. Pre-
registration required beginning
September 7. Contact:
901.757.7323. CEU Hours

25 September (Saturday): 10-
11:30am "Bubba Tufa with Paul
Little" Demonstration and assis-
tance in making a hyper-tufa con-
tainer for each participant. Sup-
plies will be provided:; plants will
be available for purchase
(containers need to be planted
after curing). Please wear work
clothing; meet in the Pine Grove
at Memphis Botanic Garden
(Indoors if rain). Limited class
size. Register early; prepayment
due by September 22. MBG
members $12/non members $15.
Contact: 901.634.4128 CEU
Hours

28 September (Tuesday):
7pm"“Lasagna Gardening with
Pat Lanza", author and advocate.

Memphis Botanic Garden. Mem-
bers $7/ non-members $12. Con-
tact: 901. 636.4128 for

more information. Pre-
registration not necessary. CEU
Hours

2 October (Saturday): 9 am-
Noon “Master Gardener's
Weekend Gardening Seminar:
Dream Team Tackles Landscape
Issue”Panel of experts will ana-
lyze common landscape issues
using slides/photos. It could be
your landscape! $3 MBG Mem-
bers - $3, Non-members - $5.
CEU Hours

8-10 October (Friday, Satur-
day, and Sunday): times listed
in brochure- 2010 Mid-South
Native Plant Conference.
Speakers: Dr. Peter Wyse Jack-
son, C. Colston Burrell, Ann Eng-
lish, Rick Lewandowski, Don
Shadow, and Felder Rushing. CEU
Hours

2010 Mid-South Native Plant
Conference (brochure)

Dates and times are the best
available at the time of publica-
tion; but are subject to change.
Check the websites of the spon-
soring organizations or call the
numbers provided for the most
up-to-date information.

If you are aware

of an educational event that
should be included in the
newsletter, please contact
mamgq. newsletter@gmail.com.

—
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UT e UNIVERSITY of TENNESSEE

Shelby County Extension Of-
fice
Agricenter International
7777 Walnut Grove Road
Suite B, Box 21
Memphis, TN 38120-2140

Executive Committee
2009/2010

President
Carol Watkins, 2006

Vice - President
Genie Ashworth, 2002

Secretary
Debbie LaChapelle

Treasurer
Tom Mashour, 2005

Directors
Al Cook, 2000

Patsy Courtright, 2008

ur

THE UNIVERSITY of TENNESSEE

Immediate Past-President
Kay McAdams, 2002

The purpose of The Association shall be to support and engage in projects and activities of the Exten-
sion Service of The University of Tennessee, to enhance the quality of life for the residents of the

Greater Memphis Area through horticulture, and to increase the availability of horticulture informa-
tion and service to the members and the community. - MAMG Bylaws

It's Picnic Timel
Lichterman Nature Center, September 9.
Come at 5:00 to see the Scarecrows!
Some coming attractions will be announced at the picnic!

The second Thursday of September of each year, Master Gar-
deners welcome their new members and renew old friendships at our
annual picnic/social.

This year the event will be a box dinner that must be ordered no
later than 3 on September 7. See the members page on our web-
site or last month's newsletter for details.

(We will miss our Master Gardeners who cannot attend because of
this year's unfortunate conflict with religious holidays. )

Next month's meeting: Thursday, October 14
Speaker: Dr. Carolyn Kittle editor of Memphis Garden Club's Mid
South Garden Guide.

SHARE & LEARN

will not meet this month because of the annual picnic.

Diggin’ It is the official newsletter of the
Memphis, Tennessee, Area Master Gardeners.

Please update your address on website or by
mailing changes to:
Mary Wade
Shelby County Extension Office
Agricenter International
Suite B, Box 21
7777 Walnut 6rove Road
Memphis, TN 38120
Phone Number 752-1207
Fax number 752-6240
Email: mwade2@utk.edu

Master Gardener Website:
http://memphisareamastergardeners.org

Articles, ideas and comments

may be submitted to the newsletter
committee

By Email: MAMG.newsletter@gmail.com
(Preferred)

Or by fax: (901) 328-5670

Deadline for submissions to the newsletter is
the 3rd Monday of the month prior to the
month of publication.

There is no December newsletter. Please
check the website for the most current
information.

©2010
Memphis Area Master Gardeners
All rights reserved.
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