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What a month for Memphis Area 
Master Gardeners!  

     In addition to our regular CoRe 

projects such as Plant a Row for 

the Hungry and the Ask a Master 

Gardener Clinics and hotline, Mas-

ter Gardeners spearheaded FOUR 

CoRe projects during June.  Juneõs 

special events included:  

     June 5:  Through Our Garden 

Gates.  The First Annual tour of the 

gardens of Master Gardeners was highly suc-

cessful with the public to master gardener ra-

tio being approximately 4 to 1!  

     June 7ñ11:  Youth Plant Camp.  This yearõs  

òPlant It, Grow It, Eat Itó helped its campers 

make lifetime memories.  Among other activi-

ties, the children dug vegetables to take home 

and tasted all sorts of fruits and vegetable 

while participating in games and activities cen-

tered around nutritious diets.   

     June 19ñ26:  Habitat for Humanityõs Sum-

mer Build and dedication helped beautify 

homes.  More builds are ahead.  (See page 2).  

     June 26:  Garden Jumble, the annual gar-

dening rummage sale with Ask A 

Master Gardener and Recycle Right 

Booths attracted significant public 

attention, especially considering 

the heat.  Acting County Mayor, 

Joseph Ford even made an appear-

ance.  

     Master Gardeners, do more than 

raise your hand to volunteer for 

the next project...take a minute to 

lower it to pat yourself on the 

back! 

Record Breaking June For Memphis Area Master Gardeners  
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     I have been reflecting, of late. I lost my sister several weeks ago; 

she was a big part of my life. I was blessed with being her caretaker 

in her last weeks, and I will be forever grateful for that opportunity.   

    Much of my reflection was on the relationship we shared and her 

big-hearted life. She spent her life serving others, and her legacy is 

large. But, she was also an energetic advocate of getting involved in 

activities that were fun, rewarding, and good for the soul. If activi-

ties include these types of measurements, the benefits will reach be-

yond any one individual or purpose.   

Memphis Area Master Gardeners fits all of those criteria for me. Gardening is something I adopted 

when I married, and I have spent countless hours digging in the dirt. It was through this love that I 

reached out to learn more and more and eventually found my way to MAMG.  I am surrounded by people 

who find joy in gardening and who reach out to others to share this joy. I am so proud to be associated 

with such a giving and big -hearted group.  

June highlights just how giving we are as an organization. We rallied with support of the Extension 

Office and Shelby County Commissioners voted down the proposed budget cut.  Our first ever garden 

tours and education event, Through our Garden Gates , was launched. Many members were involved with 

the creation of this worthwhile project, and the dedication was rewarded with a strong public turnout. 

Volunteer signups for Plant Camp were so numerous, hours had to be limited to allow all to participate. 

Garden Jumble, with new guidelines of only garden -related items, was an overwhelming success with over 

$3,000 in profit and a privileged visit from Interim Shelby County Mayor, Joe Ford and Public Works 

Commissioner, Ted Fox. Habitat for Humanity volunteers successfully completed landscaping for five 

houses. 

Congratulations, Master Gardeners, on the many ògood for the souló accomplishments.  

     ñCarol Watkins, MG - õ06 
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Reflection ð Itõs Good For The Soul 

Habitat for Humanity ñWhat A Difference Master Gardeners Make  

A Habitat design workshop taught by Jim Gafford and Jeff Galloday will be held on August 

29 from 3:00 to 5:00 pm.  Participants from this workshop will be among the landscape de-

signers for the Fall homes for Habitat.   

        Current plans are for 5 homes to be built by sponsors and volunteers in the new Trin-

ity Park neighborhood in the area of Winchester and Tchulahoma.  (Of course all of this is 

subject to change.)  Habitat hopes to be able to pull permits to build the homes in early 

August which means we may be able to design from the actual homes plans to be con-

structed at the workshop.   

The workshop will include an overview of the Habitat process, discussion of the budget, review of 

past experiences and discussion on which plants require the least amount 

of attention in this area.  This will 

give the designers a basis to which 

they can add a personal touch of 

their own.  

 Consider bringing a partner along to 

work with you on the project.  It is 

just more fun that way.  If you don't 

have a person in mind, plan to team up 

at the workshop.  

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.leebottom.com/nordo/ARCHIVES/feb%25202008/we%2520need%2520you.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.leebottom.com/nordo/ARCHIVES/Feb%25202008.htm&usg=__fBsdEPYKDoIyFAfUtJO2TfGrQOg=&h=225&w=225&sz=12&hl=en&start=1&sig2=tx
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MOTHER NATUREõS LITTLE HELPERS: At all your sinks, instead of pump soap, use 

bar soap.  Turn on water to wet your hands, turn off water, get good lather, scrub hand for at 

least 30 seconds, turn water back on, rinse off bar soap, rinse off hands.  You have ust saved 

water, need for plastic container, cleaner hands (friction is great germ decreaser) and saved 

money.                                                                                   ñLinda Overton Phillips - MG,'99  

The Minutes of the Regular Meeting of     

Memphis Area Master Gardeners  

     The Minutes of the Regular meeting of the Memphis Area Master Gardeners, 

June 10, 2010, 132 attendees  

     By- Laws Voting Vice-President Genie Ashworth called the meeting to order at 

6:30 p.m. and with a quorum present asked the membership to read the by -laws 

changes ballot and vote on the proposed by -laws.   

 Program:  The program speaker, Len Lawhorn of Lawhon Landscape Design was in-

troduced and presented his topic:  òDraining the Garden Swamp.ó   

                        Business: 

     Kay McAdams announced the results of the by -laws vote as 120 in favor and 2 

not in favor of the changes.  Membership dues for 2011 will be due by January 1, 2011.    

     Chris Cooper gave an update on the Shelby County Commissionersõ addressing the Shelby County Extension 

budget.  Chris urged as many Master Gardeners as possible attend the County Commission meeting on Friday, June 

11 to show support for the Extension Service budget item.  Even with a positive outcome on this vote, Chris believes 

it would be beneficial for the MAMG Association to continue being involved quarterly in communicating the benefits 

of our organization.   He informed the membership that Cathy Faust expressed her appreciation for all the support 

of the Master Gardeners on this issue that was discussed by the Shelby County Commissioners.   

     Jean Ward - Jones gave the report of the success of the Garden Tours.  More than 500 people attended with 

the ratio of the general public to MG members being 4/1.  All the hosts and volunteers were recognized and thanked 

for the success of the event.   

Tom Mashour asked if there were any questions about the budget presented on the handout .     

Announcements:    

òIf you Sign- upñShow- up/or Call to Cancel.ó  

Garden Jumble:   Set -up June 25th (8 -5) and Sale June 26 th  (8-2), Agricenter Showplace Arena.  Please donate 

gently used garden items and at least 5 properly identified plants for sale .  Volunteer positions all filled.    

GIP (Gardens in Progress):   None this month/June because of last weekend's Public Tour.    

Share and Learn:  Thank you to Chris Sheffield.    

PAR (Plant - a- Row):   Davies Plantation needs volunteers for July & August -- Mon/Wed/Fri/Sat. mornings .   

Check sign-up sheets.    

Ask- A- MG Clinics:  Saturdays Lowe's on Winchester filled for month of June .  Check book for July dates/

locations .   

Hotline:  Extension and/or teaching hours -- Check sign-up book.  There are openings .   

Intern Graduation:  Thursday, August 26 th  at MBG-- sign-up sheets available in book.   

Plant Camp:  Thanks to all of the volunteers.    

Tim Roberts, Agricenter/Extension Agent Projects:  Extension and teaching hours -sign-up sheets .  

Habitat for Humanity:  Volunteers needed/sign -up sheetsñSat. June 19/Wed. June 23/Sat. June 26.   Com-

munity Announcements:  Please refer to the MG web -site and Newsletter for more complete and current announce-

ment information. The July MG meeting  will be the third Thursday because of Summer Celebration on July 8.  

Meeting adjourned at 7:55p.m.  

 

MEETING  

MINUTES  

Deborah LaChapelle - ô07 




