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Petunias
Spring is in the air! It is time to start setting out your bedding plants. Petunias are one of my favorites. Petunias are one of the most popular flowering annuals because of their color, variety, and versatility. They are easy to grow and have a long flowering period. They bloom from spring until frost.

 

Petunias should to be planted in full sunlight. If they are grown in the shade, they will become spindly. They thrive in soils with a pH of 6.0 to 7.0. Optimal growth occurs in well-drained, medium fertility soil. You want to purchase healthy young petunias that are short and compact. Leggy plants are slow to adjust to outdoor conditions. You can start planting your petunias as soon as the danger of frost is past in the spring. That date is April 15 in Shelby County. To encourage good branching, pinch off the top inch of the petunia before planting.

 

To become established, petunias need at least one to two inches of water every seven to 10 days. They should be fertilized monthly with a balanced fertilizer to support their rapid growth and heavy blooming. Deadhead the flowers to improve appearance and bloom production.  

 

Petunias for the most part are pest free. Aphids can be a problem but they are easily controlled by using an insecticidal soap. Slugs and snails can be controlled by the use of baits.  Avoid standing water on the foliage and flowers, which will help prevent diseases.

 

My mother loves her petunias in hanging baskets. Every year, they look beautiful in all of their glory as you approach the entrance to my parent’s home.  So run out and fill your beds, containers and hanging baskets with these versatile annuals.  I am!

 

Until the next installment of Chris’ Corner, happy gardening!

	[image: image1.jpg]



 

	[image: image2.jpg]Tt






