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Landscape Water Conservation the Seven Principles of Xeriscape
 

This is the time of the year when heat wreaks havoc on your landscape. But fear not! You can apply the seven principles of Xeriscape landscaping for water conservation. Xeriscaping will get you through another hot summer. 
Xeriscape incorporates seven water - conserving principles:
     1. Planning and Design - Creating a water-efficient landscape begins with a well-thought-out landscape design. A good design works with site characteristics like sun, shade, slopes and low spots that collect water.
    2. Soil Analysis - A soil analysis can tell you what amendments will help your soil hold water or drain more quickly where needed. Contact the Extension Office if you need more information about obtaining a soil test.
    3. Create Limited Turf Areas - Reduce lawn grass areas to save water. Turf grass is one of the most water and labor-intensive parts of the landscape. Turf grass in the right location can make an enormous difference. Select the right grass for your conditions (i.e., sun or shade).
   4. Appropriate Plant Selection - Always use native plants or those adapted for our area. They have proven that they can survive our hot summers.  For a list of native plants for this area, visit the Tennessee Native Plant Society website at www.tnps.org.
   5. Efficient Irrigation - Efficient watering is very important. Water infrequently but deeply on an as needed basis. Be sure to water early in the morning to minimize evaporation; watering early in the day also reduces the chance of disease.
  6.  Use of Mulches - Use two to three inches of mulch in flower and shrub beds to retain moisture and keep the soil cooler in the summer and warmer in the winter.
  7.  Appropriate Maintenance - Minimize stress on your plants by practicing good garden maintenance such as pruning and pest control. If done correctly and in a timely manner, your plants would need less water, fertilizer and chemicals.
Xeriscaping is a cost effective way to create a beautiful garden that conserves water and reduces maintenance. Xeriscaping will also allow you to enjoy healthier, hardier plants. By implementing the seven water-conserving principles your landscape has a chance to survive our scorching summer season.  
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