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Master Gardener applications are available!

Applications for the 2011 Master Gardener classes are available now and will be accepted through September 1.  In fifteen weeks of classes from January into April, students (called interns) will learn about landscape design, botany, plant diseases and pests, lawn care, weeds, trees, vegetables, and a wide variety of other gardening topics.
Classes meet once a week for three hours, and applicants can choose to attend Tuesday evenings or Wednesday mornings.  The fee for the course is $150 and includes three field trips.
Interns reinforce their learning by giving 40 hours of volunteer service in garden-related projects for the community and the UT Extension Service which sponsors the classes.  Upon graduation, most interns join the Memphis Area Master Gardener Association (MAMGA), an organization of over 350 members.
MAMGA projects include activities that share knowledge with the community such as the Horticulture Hotline (752-1207), Youth Plant Camp, Speakers Bureau, “Ask a Master Gardener” clinics, Weekend Gardening Seminars, and the Spring Fling garden show.  The many community projects include volunteering at public gardens, Habitat for Humanity landscaping and education, and two large vegetable gardens that donate fresh produce to local food banks.
Applications are available at local libraries, the Extension Service (Agricenter Wing B), and at the “Ask a Master Gardener” table at Lowe’s (Winchester location) on June 12 and 19. Or visit the MAMGA website, www.memphisareamastergardeners.org for an application.
For more information call Dr. Chris Cooper (MG Coordinator) at the Extension Service at 752-1207.  Happy gardening!
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