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Deck the Halls with Boughs of Holly!
It’s the most wonderful time of the year! The Christmas season is here! Over the Thanksgiving holiday, I helped my mom put up her Christmas decorations. It has become a family tradition to start hanging lights and other decorations on the Saturday after Thanksgiving Day.  During the process, I thought about some of the other things that could be added to the Christmas decor to brighten the holiday spirit. How about using holly? Those bright red berries and shiny green leaves would add some spice to your holiday scene.

Hollies belong to a very large family of plants with selections available for almost any landscape situation. They are popular landscape plants because they are easy to grow. They are either deciduous or evergreen and the sizes range from 18 inches to over 50 feet tall. Hollies come in an abundance of colors. The diverse colors include green, blue, and variegated foliage. The berries can be red, orange, yellow or black. The leaves may be small and spineless or large and full of long spines.  

Most of your hollies are dioecious, which means male and female plants are required for cross pollination and berry production. You must plant a male within 30 to 40 feet of females to ensure good fertilization and berry set. Hollies like moist, well-drained, acidic soils. Most do well in partial-shade to full sun. Always check the label on the plant to ensure the correct growing conditions.

Here in the South, we are familiar with the green leaves and red berries of the English holly (Ilex aquifolium). This plant is a slow grower and benefits from partial to full-shade rather than direct sunlight.  To learn more about hollies, check out their website at www.hollysocam.org.

Look to your garden for inspiration. Start your own tradition and deck your halls with 'Boughs of Holly'! What are you going to decorate with this holiday season? 

Until next time, have a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!
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