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  Garden Love
 

Is it spring yet?! I don’t know about you but I am ready for some warmer weather. I am pretty sure that my fellow gardeners are anxiously waiting to get outside and start working. Well, there are a few things that you can do out in your landscape during this shortest month of the year.

 

February just happens to be great for pruning. Be sure that you know which plants should be pruned now versus those that should not.  If it blooms in the spring, prune them after they flower. Pruning them now will result in the loss of flowers. These plants will include forsythia, quince, spirea, azalea and other early spring flowering shrubs. Plants that bloom in the summer should all be pruned now if necessary. They all bloom on the new growth and if pruned correctly, pruning can increase summer flowering. These plants would include crape myrtles, roses, althea and the butterfly bush.  

 

If you have evergreen plants that need severe pruning do it now so that the recovery process happens quickly. 

 

Roses need special attention when pruning.  It is important to know what type of rose bush you are growing.  Hybrid tea roses should be pruned back to within eight to 18 inches from the ground every February, while shrub roses don’t need to be pruned so severely. Don’t prune climbing roses back until after they bloom in the spring.

 

Speaking of roses, I hope that everyone has a happy Valentine’s Day!

 

Until the next installment of Chris’ Corner, happy gardening!
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