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Late 
Blight of 
Tomato    

Last week, I was asked to do an interview for Eyewitness News (ABC channel 24) about a disease that was destroying tomato crops in the Eastern part of the county.  I was asked if our local farmers here have run into this same problem.  The answer is yes.  This disease is called late blight of tomatoes.

Late blight has now been found in much of the state and this week’s cool, overcast rainy weather has caused this fungus to both spread and destroy fields of tomato crops.  This will indeed cause the prices of tomatoes to increase in the very near future.

On the leaves of the tomato plant, the late blight resembles frost damage.  The lesions are large and irregular in shape, ranging in appearance from dark gray and water-soaked under wet conditions to light brown and dry under drier conditions.  On the underside of the leaf, you will find a thin, white fungal growth around the margins of the lesions.  The lesions may be light green with a gray center.  These lesions will enlarge rapidly and run together, causing the foliage to die.  Brown to dark gray lesions develop on the stems.  A brown rot of the fruit will develop readily beginning on the stem end.

Daconil will provide excellent protection against late blight.  Mancozeb will provide moderate protection.  Copper fungicides are moderately effective and can be used by organic growers.  Be sure to read the label before you start to use these products.  

If you are shopping for tomato transplants at your big box stores, be sure to examine them for this disease.  If your plants are affected by light blight in your garden, pull them out immediately; place them in a plastic bag and dispose of them.  Do not put them in your compost pile.  Please take the time to check your tomato plants carefully.  Until next time, happy gardening!
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