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   Pansies
It’s the most wonderful time of the year!  Yes, the Christmas season is upon us.  It is time to get that Christmas tree put up, decorate the house with fresh greenery, and light up your landscape with bright lights.  Many gardeners have put their gardens to rest for the winter months but if you would like to have an outstanding display of color throughout the Christmas season and winter months, consider planting pansies.  Pansies are my favorite winter plants.
Pansies, Viola X Wittrockiana, come in many colors, with a variety of markings, sizes, and types.  They come in red, purple, blue, bronze, pink, black, yellow, white, lavender, mahogany, apricot and orange.  The flowers can be single, clear colors with no markings.  The flowers also have a velvety texture and bloom over a long period of time.  The common types of pansies have a dark center called a face.  Pansies are mostly used for color massing, containers and window boxes.
Pansies thrive in cool weather, and will bloom until hot weather causes them to decline.  They like to be planted in a well-drained location with moderately rich soil.  They will grow in full sun to partial shade.  Pansies can be planted from late September through the first of December.  Make sure that you choose strong, healthy plants with blooms or at least buds on them.  
Fertilize your pansies with a slow-release fertilizer at the time of planting.  Avoid using high-nitrogen fertilizers that can make the plants susceptible to root rot.  Using other commercial fertilizers will also work well.  Remember to avoid overhead watering, which keeps leaves wet, and over-watering.  Keep an eye out for aphids, spider mites and slugs which are pests of pansies.
While you are out and about this holiday season, take the time to start thinking about landscape improvements for next season.  Those garden catalogs should be arriving in the mail soon.  For your family or friends that garden, gift certificates to a local nursery or garden center makes for wonderful surprise.
Until next time, wishes for a warm and joy filled Christmas and a blessed New Year!  Happy gardening!
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