Plan Now to Keep Wildlife

from Raiding Vegetable Gardens
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Deer, rabbits and raccoons enjoy your garden just as much as you and keeping them out of your vegetables can be challenging.  Planning ahead will prevent frustration later and help save your sweet corn, beans, peas, lettuce and carrots.  “Fencing is the most effective way to keep nuisance animals out of the garden,” says Craig A. Harper, Professor of Wildlife Management at the University of Tennessee. 
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Erecting a fence before wildlife begins feeding will help control the situation before habit form.  For best results, erect your fence before or soon after planting.  Small gardens do not require much fencing material which makes this method efficient.

A two-strand electric fence (one strand 6 inches above the ground and the other 12 inches above ground) is effective in keeping raccoons out of the garden.  A chicken-wire fence 2 feet high with the bottom tight to the ground will keep most rabbits out of vegetable patches.  For deer, try a single-strand electric fence set 2 ½ feet above ground with aluminum tabs attached every 3 to 5 feet.  Smear peanut butter on the aluminum tab.  Deer are attracted to the peanut butter; however, when they touch their nose and/or mouth to the tabs, they quickly learn to stay away from the area.
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Many taste and area repellents are available for deer and rabbits.  Deer Stopper® has been effective keeping deer out of the gardens when applied to a “repellent fence.”  Raccoons and rabbits can be trapped using live cages or Conibear® traps.  Baits may include the plants that are being damaged, sardines for raccoons, or fruits and leafy greens for rabbits.  There are no toxicants registered for deer, raccoons or rabbits.

Harper indicates that it is important to realize the effectiveness of these methods depends on the number of animals causing damage and the availability/quality of other food resources.  Using a combination of methods will be more effective than using only one method.  For more information on managing nuisance animals around your garden and home,
see “Managing Animals and Associated Damage around the home,”http://www.utextension.utk.edu/publications/pbfiles/pb1624.pdf.
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Until next time, happy gardening!           
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