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Service to the Community is what we at the Extension Service are all about!

Left to right : Inger Upchurch (Cossitt and Crenshaw), Dr.Chris Cooper, Courtney Holloway, Cathy Faust, Rita Jackson, and Keenon McCloy (Director of Libraries).
 

On Sunday, April 25, The University of Tennessee Shelby County Extension Service was awarded the 2010 Satterfield Civic Organization Award by the Memphis Public Library. The University of Tennessee Extension Service was recognized for 12 years of entertaining and informative programming to the children of the Memphis Public Library and Information Center. Inger Upchurch, branch manager of Cossitt, Crenshaw, and formerly North libraries, nominated the Extension Service for this prestigious award. They were recognized for educating the public and their commitment to providing community outreach throughout Memphis and Shelby County. Over the years, the agents and specialists have been mentors and shared their expertise in nutrition, gardening, financial planning and child development.
Several agents were recognized for their work with the library. Donna Downen was recognized for conducting the nutritional workshops for child care providers for the Memphis Public Library. Rita Jackson was recognized for reading stories to preschoolers about eating fruits and vegetables. Courtney Holloway was recognized for mentoring teens about urban gardening. Finally, I was recognized for conducting the reading program, “Real Men Read” as well as mentoring preschoolers at the Crenshaw library.
What a tremendous honor it was to receive this award! I am immensely proud of the work our agents and specialists have done. Service to the community is what we at the University of Tennessee Shelby County Extension Service are all about! Our mission is the same today as it was 100 years ago – to release research-generated information to the public in order to improve the quality of life for local citizens.
Until next time, Happy Gardening!
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