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Trees Need Water Too!              

We are now entering the dog days of summer and the heat is on! People everywhere are watering their lawns and flowers to ensure that they survive the brutal heat. Trees are often overlooked. I often wonder why people are not watering their trees during hot and dry conditions.
Drought conditions can lead to tree decline which makes the tree susceptible to pest and disease problems. In order for trees to survive and grow, they must have water. Trees use water during photosynthesis and lose water during transpiration. Watering can greatly assist trees during stressful drought periods in the summer. A shortage of water can affect both young and old trees.
Trees should be watered before they show symptoms of leaf curling or leaf detachment due to a lack of moisture. Saturate the soil around the tree beneath the crown and a few feet beyond the drip line. Try not to concentrate all of the water at the base of the tree. There are fine feeder roots which are located several feet from the trunk. Be sure that the water slowly soaks into the soil and does not run off. Surface soaking allows tree roots more opportunity to absorb water. The most efficient method to water a tree is with a soaker hose or by trickle or drip irrigation. Sprinklers are popular but inefficient.
It is best to apply an organic mulch around the tree to conserve moisture and water over the top of the mulch.
The best time to water a tree is during the evening hours or nighttime. Trees have a chance to replenish their moisture at night and are not as stressed by hot temperatures. Watering at night is also an effective use of water and there as less evaporation. 
Trees should be watered once or twice a week in the growing season. If there is limited rainfall, a few high-volume watering sessions are more beneficial than many light and shallow watering sessions. The amount of water needed in irrigation will depend on soil texture and structure, temperatures and the amount of recent rainfall.
Don't ignore the trees in your landscape. Do them a favor and give them a drink of water during these hot temperatures. They would definitely appreciate it!
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Be careful out there!                                                     
